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garding the origin and properties of his various ingredients as
will enable him to always secure the best quality and protect him-
self against adulterations and fraud.
But the user of perfume materials, whether they be of natural
or synthetic origin, must never allow himself to forget that he is
dealing with substances which depend for their value to him
upon the imponderable quantity of odor value. Chemical tests
however accurately carried out are not conclusive, and the nose
lest must still remain the final one. Since few possess the neces-
sary experience to make this test certain, the best safeguard for
the buyer is to always obtain his materials from a house which
has the reputation of placing quality above all other considera-
tions. Adulteration is, indeed, common in perfume materials, but
there are fortunately some firms whose reputation places them
above suspicion.
To one of these the wise buyer always turns, remembering
that it is impossible to produce excellent perfumes except from
the highest quality materials and that apparent cheapness is usu-
ally poor economy since it is almost certain to represent adultera-
tion. The housewife does not buy sugar which is half sand
because it is cheaper than the unadulterated, nor can the per-
fumer afford to purchase "sand" in his materials.
The great extension of the perftirne industry earlier referred
to must be mainly credited to the great advances made by the
organic chemist. Synthetic perfume materials are now available
in excellent quality and in wide variety. Many of these dupli-
cate the chief constituents of the essential oils, while others no
less valuable to the perfumer have never been found to occur
in-nature. The result has been to make possible the approximate
duplication of the flower oils at a fraction of their cost and to
permit the perfumer to work out new odor harmonies by the aid
of the new notes provided by the chemist. It is not too muck
to say that the perfume industry has been revolutionized not
only by the wider range of possibilities opened, but by the fact